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The  Missions  Mobilization  Departm^t 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  hosted  the  annual 
Missions  Mobilization  Celebration  on 
November  12-13  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
marking  the  "official"  end  of  Mississippi 
Baptists  partnership  with  Ukraine. 

mo  ^xcial  guests  for  the  weekend  were 
Grigoriy  Kommendant,  president  of  the 
Ukrainian  Baptist  Uixion,  and  Vladimir 
Shemchishen,  president  of  Odessa 
Theological  Seminary  and  pastor  of 
Dlichovsk  Church,  bodi  in  Dlichovsk,  Odessa. 

The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 
provided  music,  performing  some  of 
their  pieces  in  Russian.  The  Churchmen, 
composed  of  Mississippi  Baptist  minis¬ 
ters  of  music,  have  toured  Ukraine  dur¬ 
ing  the  partnership  period. 

"In  1W7,  Bill  Causey  (MBCB  executive 
director-treasurer  at  the  time)  got  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Kommendant,  asking  him  to 
visit  Ukraine,"  said  Missions  Mwilization 
rnnsuhant  Paul  Harrell.  "In  the  spring  of 
1998,  CatS^  went  to  Ukraine  ■and 
heard  Dr.  Kommandant's  heart.  He  went 
to  Odessa  and  met  Vladimir 
(Shemchishen),  a  yoimg  pastor,  who  saw 
opportunities  for  new  church  starts. 
^'That's  how  the  partnership  began. 


Linda  Smith  continued,  "and  we  couldn't  Vladimir  Shemchishen  shared  the 
be  tiiere  wittiout  our  American  brothers  evening  message,  using  Philippians  1:1- 
and  sisters  who  worked  alongside  us."  6  as  his  text. 

"May  God  bless  America,"  said  "Paul  talks  about  partnerships," 

Kommendant,  speaking  through  an  Shemdiishen  said.  "If  we  are  partners, 
interpreter  in  his  opening  remarks  at  the  tiien  we  are  to  carry  the  Goq>el  together, 
banquet.  "Thank  you,  Mississippi  "God  calls  us  to  be  witnesses. 

Baptists,  for  giving  of  yourselves."  Children  of  God  grow  up  to  be  adults 

*1  kn^  you  pray  a  lot"  Kommendant  who  serve  Him.  God  said  that  one  who 
continued,"  and  I  want  you  to  cxmtinue  to  is  in  Him  will  bear  much  fruit.  God  cre- 
pray  few  Ukraine.  There  was  rejcncing  six  ated  us  to  be  such  creatures  to  ave  love 
years  ago  vdien  we  began  this  partnership,  as  a  representation  of  His  love.  He  wants 
and  I  want  to  believe  that  the  partnersh4)will  us  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  everyone 
not  end.  I  know  we  are  anticqxifing  w(3ridng  who  is  suffering  for  His  name, 
with  Alabama  and  others,  but  toank  all  erf  "The  partnership  between  Mississippi 

I  you  vsho  have  come  to  Ukraine.  and  Ukraine  is  a  fulfillment  of  Jesus'  com- 

"I  Imow  you  have  had  joy  and  mand.  Mississippians  have  seen  how 
tears  with  us,"  Konunendwt  said,  Ukrainians  of  aU  ages  have  come  to 
"but  that  is  the  nature  of  our  receiveChrist  They  have  seen  how  pet^le 
Christian  life."  cry  when  tfwy  lecme  Jesu8.^We  have  seen 

"More  than  850  years,  Ukraiiw  God's  hand  in  opening  new  churches, 
was  under  tire  rule  ot  toe  Czars,"  he  "At  the  beginning  of  our  partnership, 

continued.  "Now,  we  have  had  we  knew  tiwie  were  thir^  villages  that 
frei^om  for  13  years.  In  toose  13  didn't  even  have  a  church,  then  you  came 
years,  1,700  churches  have  been  jmd  shared  tiw  GoqTel,  and  now  each  of 
opened.  During  tiiose  six  years  of  tiuise  villages  has  at  least  me  church, 
partnership  wito  Mississippi,  tiiere  sometimes  two  or  tiuee.  It  is  a  blessing 
have  been  800  churches  started.  from  God,  but  people  who  brou^t  toS 
"There  have  been  tiunisatuls  and  victcuy  were  toe  people  of  Ukraine." 
toousands  of  Ukrainians  sufiering  The  work  or  the  Missions 
without  freedom  but  now,  tirere  has  Mobilization  Dmartment  is  funded  by 
been  a  great  harvesting.  So  many  gifts  to  the  Margaret  Lackey  State 

_ _ states  have  sent  teams  to  help  us.  Missiems  Offering  and  the  Mississippi 

"Once  a  volimteer  offered  Cooperative  Program, 
candy  to  a  Ukrainian  boy.  The  boy  For  more  information  on  Mississippi 
,  aslrea  his  mother,  'What  should  1  Baptist  volimteer  missions  opportuni- 
say?'  His  mother  said,  'Tell  him  ties,  contact  Missions  Mobilization 
thank  you  —  and  give  me  more.'  Director  Ken  Rhcxles  Ken  Rhodes  at  P.O. 
So,  Mississippi  Baptists,  thank  you  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
—  and  we  need  you!  My  father  Telephone:  (601)  292-3398  or  toll-free 
^^^■  and  grandfather  sowed  m  tears,  outside  IackMn^800)  748-1651,  ext.  398. 
but  now  we  see  the  harvest."  E-Mail:  krhodesOmbcb.org. 


MESSAGE  FROM  UKRAINE 
—  Vladimir  Shemchishen  (left), 
president  of  Odessa  Theological 
Seminary  in  Ukraine,  brings  the 
message  at.-  the '  Missicxis 
Mobilization  Barx^uet  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  cxi  November 
1 2.  Shemchishen's  daughter 
Olga  Moffett  served  as  his  inter¬ 
preter.  (BR  photo  by  Tcxiy  Martin) 


A  mighty  partnership  for  Jesus 

Mississippi  Baptists  raBiered  in  of  all  agM  have  come  to  - 

Jackson  last  month  witii  our  receive  Christ.  They  have  dlAP  X  A  Ml 

Baptist  Mends  from  Ukraine  to  seen  how  people  cry  when  QM6  CD 

mark  the  closing  of  one  of  the  most  sue-  they  receive  Jesus.  We  have  TAlfA 
cess^  and  long-ruiming  missions  mobi-  seen  God's  hand  in  open- 

li^tion  prmects  in  the  history  of  the  ing  new  churches."  ^ 

Missisappi  Baptist  Convention.  According  to  Ken  ^  / 

Thar  names  may  be  a  litde  different  Rhodes,  missions  mobiliza- 
from  most  of  ours  —  Gregoriy  tion  director  for  the 
K(nnmendant,  Vladimir  Shemchishen,  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
the  many  odiers  who  immersed  themselves  vention  Board,  more  tiian 

in  the  six-year  partnership  with  Mississippi  850  volimteers  went  to  ^ 

Baptists — but  we  have  come  to  know  tiiem  Ukraine  during  the  partner- 
and  love  them  as  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  ship,  working  in  lOO  vil-. 

I  Christ  who  share  our  singular  visiem  lages  and  personally  hdp-  /  (  W  ilff 

to  bring  the  world  to  Christ.  ing  start  40  churches  or  mis-  kv 

"I  kriow  you  have  had  joy  and  sions.  Mississippi  Baptists  f  f"4  f 
tears  with  us,  but  that  is  the  nature  directed  Vacanon  Bible 

of  the  Christian  life,  said  Schools,  sports  clinics,  med-  T  /  X  ^  k* 

Kommendant  at  the  mid-November  ical/dental  and  eyeglass 
banquet  in  Jackson.  "I  know  you  missions,  and  woinen's  A 

pray  a  lot,  and  I  want  you  to  contin-  ministry,  to  name  just  a  few. 

ue  praying  for  Ukraine."  "The  initial  goal  of  the  A  | 

Kommendimt,  president  of  the  partnership  was  the  begin- 
Ukrainian  Baptist  Union,  has  good  ning  of  one  church  in  (each  ^  \fff  iJk  ¥  1 1  • 

for  Mississippi  of)  nine  strategic  areas  of  ri.  W/i  I  1  y 

fe  and  his  coun-  the  Odessa  oUast  (state).  rljw  \\ 

gled  mistily  to  Those  nine  churches  were  lUi  Y  >V 

found  freedoms  started  and  they  became  V'"'/ 

away  from  the  hub  churches  for  many  |j|  Vh  ' 

lecame  an  inde-  new  church  planters  \  ! 

1991.  throughout  the  villages  in  ^ 

ears  of  internal  Odessa,"  Rhodes  said. 
lling,  Ukraine  is  "The  greatest  impact 
rational  election  upon  Ukraine  has  been  the 
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certain  things 


There  are  certain  things 
that  we  believe  as 
Baptists  —  the  doctrinal"  dis- 
tinctives  that  define  us. 
Among  them  are  these  three: 
the  primacy  of  the  Bible  as  our 
only  rule  for  faith  and  practice; 
the  independence  and  autono¬ 
my  of  the  local  church;  and  die 
pnesthood  of  every  believer. 


sole  member.  It  means  the 
institution  is  hard-wired  to  die 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Most  people  did  not  realize 
diat  our  institutions  were  not 
already  hard-wired  to  the  con¬ 
vention.  Most  people  did  not 
know  that  boards  of  trustees  of 
each  institution  had  total  control. 
People  didn't  realize  it  because 
the  system  worked.  The  system 
worl^  because  diere  was  a  level 
of  trust  that  held  everydiing 
togedier  That  level  of  trust  is 
the  fact  bamy  shaken,  in  some  cases  gone 
schtwls,  and  die  system  is  strugding. 
entities  New  Orleans  'Seminary 
ay  they  trustees  have  expressed  grave 
stead  of  concerns  about  oiangir^  dieir 
x>m  the  charter  to  make  the  SKI  the 
mtions,  sole  member.  Seminary 
appoint  President  Chuck  Kelley  insists 
tMt  ^ptist  heritage  and  tradi¬ 
tion  is  against  this  Kind  of  con- 
nectioniLusm.  He  is  saying  that 
the  board  of  trustees  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary  should  be 
trusted  to  follow  me  leadership 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  do  what 
is  right  fev  tnat  school.  He  is 
standing  for  die  principle  of 
Oiganizational  Aumnomy. 

1  think  Kelley,  is  right.  I  also 
think  he  will  lose  mis  fight 
That  means  as  a  denominanon 
we  have  made  a  change  that 
goes  much  deeper  dian  a  name 
or  mission  statement  We  have 
altered  a  founding  principle. 
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lian  other  denominations.  Ws  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
elieve  that  each  Christian  has  (SBC).  The  governing  prind- 
relatioruhip  with  God  pie  of  how  our  churdi,  other 
irough  faith  m  Jesus  Christ  churches,  and  these  denomi- 
tithout  the  help  of  a  church  or  national  groups  relate  is  called 
priest  That  relationship  is  Organizational  Autonomy, 
ovemed  by  His  Holy  Word  m  our  denominational  life 
tid  lead  by  die  Holy  Spirit  We  we  have  seen  incredible 
elieve  die  local  oiuich  is  a  change  over  the  past  decade, 
roup  of  bom-again  believers  The  Sunday  School  Board  is 

rou^t  together  by  divine  now  LiteW^  Christian  bers.  This  has  led  to  dissensVon 
ixmdence,  governed  by  His  Resources;  the  Foreign  Mission  and  divisiem  in  some  states, 
loly  Worn,  and  led  by  the  Board  is  now  die  International  In  order  to  prevent  such 
[oly  ^irit  Thus,  any  denomi-  Mission  Board;  the  Home  issues  oti  the  national  level, 
Btional  affiliation  a  church  has  Mission  Board  is  now  the  Nordi  the  SBC  Executive  asked  the 
lust  respect  diese  realities.  American  Mission  Board;  and  boards  of  trustees  of  all  our 
For  example,  the  church  I  the  Brodiethood  Commission  SBC  entities  to  amend  their 
utor  is  a  Southern  Baptist  and  Ractio  and  Television  charters  (the  legal  document 
hur^  That  is  a  statement  of  Commission  no  longer  exist,  that  governs  how  they  oper- 
[entity,  but  it  is  also  an  under-  Just  a  decade  or  so  ago,  ate)  and  name  the  SBC 
atement.  In  reality  we  are  an  Southern  Baptists  had  six  dieo-  Executive  Committee  as  the 
idependent,  autonomous  logical  seminaries.  Now.  diere  "sole  member."  That  dealcma. 
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PuMWwd  wMcUy  ncapt  wwla  at  July  4 
and  ChriMnat  by  8w  MMMlppi  BaptM 
ConMndon  Board,  SIS  MtaMppi  Smat, 
JadcMMi,  MS  39201 .  Stibacriptkin  $9  JS  par 
ymt  payaMa  in  advanca.  Economy  plana 
avililablc  for  cooparating  MMitippi 
churchat.  Modicala  pneagr  paid  at 
Jadaen,  MS.  Mambai;  Aaociadon  of  Staia 
BapMal  fbpara.  DaodUnaa:  Na«vi  Mama  — 
ona  calandar  «vaak  prior  to  raquaaiad  pub- 
llcalton  data.  Atkmtiilng  —  two  calendar 
waaia  prior  to  raquaaiad  publicatton  data. 


Canada  moves  closer  to  same-sex  unions 


r  OTTAWA,  On  too  (BP)  — 
SZaivada  ma^-Beconve  tte  thirds. 

l^alize  same-sex 
its  Supreme  Court 
TCUttrLfec.'^  tiiat  Parliament  has 
'Jhe  '•eiMfvdriji  to  change  the 
laws. 

^  ^  Siune^’Sfex'inctniage  already  is 
in  fiVe  oi  tne  fo  provinces 
£n  one  tenitoiy,  but  the  f^- 
fral  geyernprienl —  riiled  by  the 
liberal  Party  -=•  Is  moviit^  to 
iegali^  it  nationwide.  -  T 

h  m  die  summer  q£  20Q3.;  die 
•Liberals^drew  up  a'bUland  sent 
^  Ust  .pi^^u^tions  to  the 

asimg  if  thnfederal  ^y- 
'«rnment'had  tfie  audiority  to 
legalize  same-sex^  ."marriage." 
Jfe  court  heard  arguments  in 
October  and  issued  it$Jandnlark 
decision  Dec.  9.  The  Ruling  in 
Essence  is  an  advisory  (pinion. 

^  Parliament  will  now  debate 
.'the  bill,  which  i^efines  mar¬ 
riage  to  mean  the  "lawful 
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ter  of  fundamental  quality,"  the  "We  diink  it's  a  positive  thing. 
Department  of  Justice  statement  that  diey're  sendmg  this  back  to 
read.  "...  Now  tiiat  the  Court's  Parliament  to  make  a  ruling  on. 
decision  has  brought  clarity  to  There  has  not  been  a  political 


exclusion  of  all  others.” 

-  "Several-  centuri^  ago  it 
would  have  been  understood 
lhat  marrj|a^  should'be  avail¬ 
able  Joidy.to  r^posite-sex  cou¬ 
ples,"’  tne  court  wrote.  "The 
l^6ghiHori"of  "same-sex  mar¬ 
riage  in  several  Canadian  juris¬ 
dictions  as  well  as  two  Eurc^an 
countries  belies  the  assertion 
diat  the  same  is  true  today'^  i'> 

Canada  would  join  Belgium 
and  the  Netherlands  as  the 
only  thiee  countries  to  legalize 
same-sex  marriage  nation¬ 
wide.  It  is  also  legm  in  the  U.S. 
stwecif^assadiittetts.'**''''-  <- 

Supporters  of  'the  bill 
praisrathe  decision,  while  con¬ 
servatives  and  tr^tionalists 
climg  to  hope  diat  it  still  could 
be  defeats.  The  Canadian 
Department  of  Justice  issued  a 
statement  saying  that  the  bill 
will  be  introduce  in  d\e  House 
of  Commons  "as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble"  in  late  January.  It  will  be  a 
"free  vote"  —  meaning  that 
each  member  of  Pariiament  can 
vote  his  or  hcnr  conscience  and 
will  not  be  required  to  follow 
the  party  line. 

"m  nuddng  this  dedskm;  the 
Court  has  dearly  indicated  diat 
access  to  dvil  marriage  is  a  mat- 


lespond  quickly  and  dedsively 
to  mtroduce  a  bill  which  will 
respect-and  defend  the  Qiarter 
rignts  of  all  Canadiarrs.” 

Conservatives,  though, 
found  some  hope  in  the  ruling. 
Janet  Epp  Budcmg^iam,  director^ 
of  law  and  public  policy  for  the  ' 
Evangelical  Fellowship  of 
>  Canada,  noted  that  foe  court 
declined  to  answer  one  of  foe 
four  questions  it  was  presented. 

"The  Supreme  Court  refused 
to  rule  on  whether  marriage 
must  be  redefined.  They  sad 
that  thefederal  government  may, 

’  reddfine  it,'’''ButfIdnghdiif  Ibid''' 
Baptist  Pre^,  drawing  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  "must"  and  "may." 

"...  They  have  pushed  foe 
issue  back  into  foe  political 
arena,"  she  said. 

~  The  fourth  question  asked  if 
'foe  "foe  opposite-sex  require¬ 
ment  for  marriage  for  civil, 
purooses"  was  "consistent  * 
with  foe  Canadiim  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms"  —  foe 
Canadian  version  of  foe  Bill  of 
Rights.  The  court,  though, 
declined  to  answer. 

“■  "They  refused  oo  foe  fourth 
question,  which  was  essential¬ 
ly,  'Does  marriage  have  to  be 
iroefined?'"  Buckingham  said. 


being  conpelled  by  foe  state  to 
perform  dvil  or  religious  same- 
sex  rruuriages  foat  are  ooiitrary  to 
foeir  rdigious  beliefe." 

Buckmgham  was  cautious 
about  foe  court's  opinion  on 
religious  freedom. "We'ie  very 
pleased  to  see  them  make  foat 
kind  of  strong  endorsement  for 
religious  freedom,  but  foey  said 
foat  it  is  not  up  to  foe  federal 
TOvemment  to  protect  religious 
needom;  it's  up  to  foe  provin¬ 
cial  goverrunents,"  she  said.' 
"Under  our  constitution,  mar¬ 
riage  is  a  federal  responsibility 
but  solenmization  or  marriage 
is  provincial  responsibility." 

Conservatives  will  have  to 
work  to  ensure  foat  religious 
freedoiiis  are  protected,  she  said. 

"What  we're  going  to  be 
doing  is  calling  cm  foe  provincial 
governments  to  protect  foe  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  m  legislation," 
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kept  out  of  political  debate." 

The  vote  m  Parliament  could 
be  dose.  In  2003  a  rnm-binding 
motion  defending  foe  tradition¬ 
al  definition  of  marriage  was 
irarrowly  defeated  in 
Parliament,  137-132.  Approxi¬ 
mately  50  members,  or  foe 
Liberal  Party  voted  for  foe 
motiem,  and  around  30  members 
of  Parliament  did  ru>t  vote  at  all. 

There  has  since  been  an  elec¬ 
tion,  muddying  any  headcoimt. 

"We  don't  have  a  voting 
record  fo:  [new  members],^ 
Budking^iam  said,  "but  aitKarg 
tifoMWe  dohave'A  Vbtir^fodra 
fo,  it's  very,  very  dose.  Until  it's 
a  done  deal,  there's  still  hope." 

One  Liberal  member  of 
Parliament  was  vocal  about  his 
opinion.  "I  do  persorudly  have 
a  problem  with  redefirung 
marria^  and  I'm  sure  some  (» 
my  colleagues  do  as  well," 
Liberal  lawmaker  Roy  Cullen 
told  foe  Associated  Press. 

The  Canadian  Siq>reme  Court 
did  rule  tirat  religious  fteedcxns 
would  be  protected  if  same-sex 
"marriage "  is.kgalized,  but  how 
fai  that  would  extend  remains  to 
be  seen.  For  instance,  could  a 
dvil  official  who  presides  at 
weddings  be  able  to  refuse  to 
ppform  a  same-sex  "marriage'? 
The  court  did  not  say. 

"Absent  unique  arcumstarroes 
with  lesp&A  to  which  fo  Court 
will  not  speculate,”  fo‘  court 
wrote,  "fo  guarantee  erf  rdimous 
freedom  ...  is  broad  enou^  to 
protect  religious  officials  from 


she  said.  'It's  not  sufficient  just 
to  have  sm  advisory  (pinion 
fixxn  fo  Si;q>reme  Court  endors¬ 
ing  relfoous  freedom.  We  need 
to  see  tfo  in  legislation." 

The  issue  of  same-sex  iirar- 


same-sex  iirar- 


riarc  has  highji^ted  a  deep 
cultural  divide  between 
Canada  and  fo  United  States. 
’CSAatdutir  Prifoe  Filul 

Martin,  a  Liberal,  supTOrts  gay 
marriage.  American  Presictot 
George  W.  Bush  opposes  legal¬ 
ization  and  backs  an  airtend- 
ment  to  foe  U.S.  Constitution 
banning  same-sex  marriage. 

Polls  show  that  Canadians 
are  split  on  fo  issue  of  same- 
sex  marriage.  In  the  Uruted 
States,  polls  show  that 
Americans  oppose  it  by  a  nuur- 
gin  of  two  to  cme,  but  fo  two 
countries  do  share  at  least  one 
trait  —  fo  role  of  courts  in  fo 
"gay  marriage"  movement. 

m  Canada,  homosexual 
activists  have  su^  in  six  jurisdic¬ 
tions  —  irKluding  fo  aforemen¬ 
tioned  five  provfoes — and  won 
every  time.  In  fo  US,  a  court 
ruling  forced  Massaduisetts  to 
legalize  sanre-sex  marriage. 

For  more  information  about 
fo  debate  over  same-sex  "mar¬ 
riage,"  visit  ht^:/  /  www.bpnew8 
jna/samesexmarriage. 


Published  Since  1877 
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No.  49 


For  the  first  time,  all  top  10  positions  on  fo  Hble  bestsellers  Ust  are  cap¬ 
ture  by  one  translation  —  fo  New  International  Version,  sdling  nearly  100 
million  copies  since  1973  after  surpassing  the  King  James  Version  in  1986. 


A  38-member  special  committee  is  appointed  to  craft  a  campaign  for 
40  million  endowment  to  benefit  fo  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's 


a  $40  million  endowment  to  benefit  fo  Missis 
tiuee  educational  institutions  and  fo  Baptist 


li  Baptist  Convention's 
Idren's  \filiage.' 


In  a  special  worship  service  at  First  Church,  Eupora,  fo  congregation 
celebrates  fo  elimination  of  debt  on  its  beautifiil  murch  building,  which 
was  constructed  in  1949.  Valued  at  $150,000,  total  cost  was  only  $112,000. 


December  16, 2004 


The  Bapiist  Rbcord 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  you. 

(I  have  sUuud.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for 
my  sins  and  fieedom 

from  eternal  detah. 

(/  repenL) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  arid  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Chnst  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
[  Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 

I  a  local  Baptist  church  for 

I  spiritual  guidance. 


1-800-370-6180 


irppnf'.Tbus  com 


Standing  in  Line 


It  was 
Christinas 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


in  line.  Have  you  ever  thou^t  while  just  standing  there  wait-  order  to  slow  or  speed  up  the  participate,  and  needs  in  the  lives 
altout  how  many  lines  you  have  ing  and  letting  p>atience  have  its  progress  of  the  rock.  1  am  here  of  petrole  arovmd  them  to  which 
to  stamd  in?  It  seems  everywhere  perfect  work.  Just  like  mine,  her  to  tell  you  I  have  a  friend  who  they  do  not  respond.  They  just 
I  go  ttiere  is  a  line  and  I  have  no  patience  was  about  to  kick  into  loves  to  peutidpate  in  that  sport,  wmt  vmtil  next  week  and  come 
dioioe  but  to  step  up  there  and  overdrive.  I  watch  in  amazement  as  the  back  and  do  it  all  again.  They 

wait  my  turn.  I  have  even  worv  Then  I  dismissed  that  drought.  Polar  Bear  Qub  of  Chicago  or  stand  in  line  for  no  reastm. 

der^  if  ttvere  is  some  kind  of  Surely  nobody  would  actually  do  New  York  gafoer  togedier  at  the  That  m^  be  you,  emd  if  it  is  I 

time  maruigement  record  foat  somediing  like  that  to  push  his  first  of  foe  year  and  tne»  usually  need  to  tell  you  that  God  has  so 
heaven  is  keeping  so  that  when  patience  to  foe  walk  Theniwon-  brigjit  and  most  of  foe  time  gif^  much  more  for  you.  Hewantsto 
you  ^fof^  you  can  check  and  dered.  Maybe  she  is  an  angel,  pe^fe.go  running  off  into  foe  icy  bless  you,  use  you,  and  engage 
see  how  riumy  hours,  days,  or  and  edl  of  foose  folks  in  front  of  waters  of  Lake  Midvigpn  or  foe  you  in  His  service  in  a  way  that 
years  you  stood  in  line  waitir^  to  mearear^gelssentherebyGodto  cold  waters  of  ttie  Norm  Atlmtic.  it  will  bring  glory  to  His  name 
get  someffiing,  to  do  srmnething,  stand  in  fecmt  of  me  and  see  how  I  get  chill  bumps  just  seeing  it  So  and  blessings  to  yom  life.  Why 
or  to  have  smteffiing  dcme  to  my  patience  holds  out  If  enough  maybe  what  tfiis  lady  likes  to  do  not  determine  today  to  get  in 
yoa  it  was  getting  close  to  angels  came  to  stand  in  foe  is  to  go  into  a  store,  pick  up  two  that  line  to  say  to  the  Lord  Jesus, 
Quistmas  and  I  understood  that  dieckout  line,  would  my  che^  or  thre^items,^  emd  stano  ^d  "Here  am  I  send  me." 

everybody  else  was  in  a  rush  and  Christmas  spirit  diminish  or  die  wait.  Then  after  considerable  - 

I  just  stood  there  in  foe  chedunit  right  there  in  front  of  everybody?  time  she  can  say  to  the  cashier, 'T  Ihe  author  may  be  contacted  at 

line.  The  I  stood  foere  foe  Does  God  at  times  afiow  His  was  just  waiting  but  I  really  don't  •  RO.  Box  530,  jMKson,  MS  39205- 

moie  I  wondered  if  I  wanted  to  angels  to  come  and  get  around  us  want  to  purchase  ffiis."  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral®mbcb.org. 

get  the  gift  or  not,  but  I  knew  I  and  just  kind  of  nudge  us  to  foe 

needed  to  do  so.  I  even  thought  limits  to  see  if  our  sweet  Sunday 

to  myself  if  I  were  getting  some-  morning  Sunday  School  scmts 

filing  for  me  I  would  fbroet  wait-  hold  out  during  fiie  week?  nien 

ing  and  be  out  of  here,  mit  I  just  on  reflection  I  begin  to  think  fiiat 

kept  on  waiting.  I  knew  what  in  my  opinion  sne  really,  didn't 

time  it  was  and  periodically  I  look  foce  an  angel  9ie  was  sweet  ^ 

would  look  at  my  watdi  again.  It  and  nice,  but  I  didn't  know  if  she 

was  getting  close  to  fiii^  min-  was  heavenly.  That  is  probably  H 

utes  mat  I  stood  in  the  line  wait-  not  fiie  reason  she  was  fiiere  or  V  W 

ing  to  checkout  The  people  who  did  \\foat  she  did.  ,  ,  " 

were  starvling  aroum  me  and  In  my  bewilderment  I  stum-  ■  Hi 

who  had  also  waited  about  fiiirty  bled  upon  a  thought  about 
minutes  didn't  seem  to  be  grum-  maybe  what  actually  was  taking 

bling  and  griping  too  much,  so  I  place.  Could  it  be  mat  fills  lady  ■  B 

-sure  was  not  goii^  to  start,  enjoys  standing  in  line?.  Is  it  pos-  ! 

Hnally,  the  lady  in  mmt  of  me  sible  fiiat  fiiere  are  people  who 
was  next  to  che»  out  A  sense  of  go  to  stores,  gafiier  up  merchan- 
joy  and  exhilaration  overcame  dise,  and  stand  in  the  line' 
me  as  I  waited  for  her  to  proceed,  because  they  get  a  chaiw  out  of 
but  then  fiie  strangest  filing  hap-  it?  They  just  enjoy  it  lean  just 
pcaned.  She  walked  up  to  foe  hear  some  of  you  say,  "Well, 
checkout  coimter,  laid  fiie  few  fiiat  is  absurdl"  listen:  fiiere  are 

items  that  she  was  going  to  pur-  people  who  er^y  doing  all  kind  i 

chase  on  the  counter,  and  men  weird  fiiii^.  I  know  some  ^  I 
said  to  the  lady  at  ihe  cash  regis-  folks  who  enjoy  going  and  sit-  I 

ter,  "Hcxiey,  I  have  decided  not  to 
get  fime  filings."  She  laid  fiiem 
down  genfiy,  said  it  with  such  a 
sweet  voice,  and  even  patted  fiie 
merdiandise  as  fiiou^  it  were 
her  pet  VYifo  fiiat  she  moved  on 
fiirou^  the  checkout  area  and 
out  fiirou^  file  door  of  fiie  store. 

I  wondered  what  in  the 
world  was  this  lady  fiiinkine  or 
doing.  She  had  b^  stanmng 
fime  for  a  half  an  hour  waiting 
to  tell  file  lady  fiiat  she  had 
decided  not  to  ^  fiie  merchan¬ 
dise.  I  was  shocked!  I  tried  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  nsfoat  must  be  going  on. 

At  fifst  I  fiiought  fiiis  must  M  a 
wondei^  Qwtian  lady  who 


Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 

Contact  us  at  www.kwbc.org  or  call  901.682.2220 


IS  MUSIC  YOUR  MINISTRY?  Do  you 
have  a  heart  for  youth?  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  is 
accepting  resumes  for  minister  of 
music/youth/education.  Send  to  per- 
chariman, 


during  her  ouiet  time  fiiat  morn¬ 
ing  r^  a  devotion  on  patience 
arm  just  to  test  her  patience  she 
decided  to  go  to  fiie  store,  get 
some  merchandise,  stand  in  Ime, 
and  see  if  she  could  keep  her 


sonnei 


committee 
Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  6949  Hwy 
61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  391 80. 


Cost  is  $30  per  person. 


FINALLY  AFFKMOABLE  HEALTH  AMERICAN  FASTEST  CROWING 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Christian  long  distance 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  3.9Aninu»e,  no  monthly  fees.  No  codes  or 
Imuran^,  wwwjdiri^mer-lns.com.  restrictions,  6  second  billing.  250,000 
STAINED  CLASSWOltKS,  INC.,  serv-  happy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992,  Call  (800)  or  www.covenantohoneservice.com 
605-2970, 


company,  to  build  a  dynamic  music  and  worship 
ministry  in  a  growing  church.  Send 
resurrte  to  First  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box 
307,  Foley,  AL  36536,  attn:  pastor. 

H^  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  .evsorking  and  repair, 

ColumbmSadaon,  (877)  477-1899.  wumes  far  falLtime  pastor.  Heaie  si^ 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  Of  ^  p^  s^  oommittoe,  601  f4. 

nmisicAvorship  leader  for  a  Southern  ^  35674.  Resumes 

Baptist  congregation  that  engages  In  a  ^  ^  tafaen  until  January  .1,. 2005. _ 

blended  style  of  worship.  Thed^rch's  ^  MUMBaOWS  233  FAVORITE 
television  ministry  covers  a  five  state  '•^ipes  from  50  years  experience  as  pas- 
area,  Seminary  degree  preferred.  M*l**  great  gHtI  Sugar-free, 

Submit  resume  to  music  search  corrt-  Cookbook  is  $13.00,  P.O. 

mittec,  attn:  music  office.  2fl90  Box  300-M,  Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566. 


Jus  I  |  (3R  MIL  RlCOKI) 


Williamsbuig  Chuivh, 
Collins,  will  present  The  Gift,  a 
dramatic  musical,  Decanber  17 
and  18  at  7  pjtn.  For  directions, 
call  (601)  76S^36.  Dennis 
Campbell  is  pastor. 

Grays  Creek  Church, 
Hernando,  will  present  their 
Christmas  pageant  December 
19  at  11  a.m.  All  are  invited  to 
attend. 

Puckett  Church,  Puckett,  will 
hold  a  weekend  of  cdebration, 
dedication,  and  consecration  as 
they  move  into  their  new  bvdld- 
ing.  Festivities  begin  January  15 
at  4  p.m.  and  6  p.m.,  and  the 
mommg  of  January  16  with  din¬ 
ner  and  entertainment  following. 
To  participate,  call  (601)  825-5857. 

Femwood  Church,  Gulfport, 
will  hold  Christmas  in  the  City 
December  19  at  6  p  jn.  witti  vari¬ 
ous  nationalities  singing  includ¬ 
ing  Spanish.  Jim  Kultau  is  pastor. 

fanmanuel  Church, 

Cleveland,  will  host  a  receptiOTi 
honoring  retiring  pastor  Tommy 
Arinder  December  19  from  3  - 
4:30  p  jn.  All  are  invited. 


Briar  Hill  Churdi,  Florence, 
will  hold  a  New  Year's  Eve 
gospel  singing  December  31  at 
/:30  p.m.  maturing  David 
Patillo,  Harmony  and  Grits, 
The  Gospel  Echoes,  and  The 
Revelations.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  845-6843,  (601) 
720-8870,  or  (601)  906-0671. 

Woodland  Hills  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  Giimy 
Owens,  Jackson  native,  in  con¬ 
cert  January  6  at  6:30  p.m.  Al^ 
performing  are  Lauren 
Johnson,  Jackson,  and  Wesley 
Stebeck,  Natchez.  Tickets  are  $7 
and  are  offered  at  Lifeway  and 
the  church  office.  Tickets  at  the 
door  are  $10. 

Second  Chur^  Kosciusko, 
held  revival  services  November 
14-17.  A  total  of  46  decisions,  21 
for  salvation  and  25  rededica¬ 
tions,  were  made.  Twelve  were 
baptized  November  21. 

Jasper  County  Association 
received  two  new  churches. 
New  ^  Beginnings  Church, 
Stainger,  October  18,  and 
Liberty  Church,  Stringer, 
OctoTCr  19,  at  their  annual 
meeting.  Randy  McHan  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  New  Beginnings,  Mike 


Anderson  is  pastor  of  Liberty, 
and  Harvey  uUy  is  the  AMD. 

The  youth  of  Claiice-Venable 
Church,  Deca^  presented  a 
Christmas  musical.  Latching  All 
the  Way,  December  ^  It  was 
directed  Iw  Alex  Craft,  minister 
of  music.  Rctured  are  the  youih. 


Bartahatchie  Church, 
Caledonia,  recently  held 
Judgement,  a  walk-thru  drama 
featuring  decisions  for  eternity. 
Attending  were  190  people 
with  14  professions  of  faith  and 
30  rededications.  Pictured  is 
the  group  ttiat  helped  present 
the  program. 


attended 
NOBTS  and  is  from 
Greenwood. 

Jim  Alford  has  been  called 
as  interim  pastor  of  Valley 
Grove  Church,  Pontotoc 
Association. 


Fellowship  Church, 
Ellisville,  called  EudeU  Hill 
as  interim  pastor  in  October. 
All  are  invited  to  attend  wor¬ 
ship  services  Sundays  at  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  and 

Wednesdays  at  7  p.m. 

Jerry  Nance  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  Grace 
Memorial  Church,  Gulfport. 


Church, 


Youth  of  Clarke  Venable  Church,  Decatur 


Coi  I  I  C'.L  Ni  vvs 


Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Hardy  R.  Denham,  William 
Carey  .  College  ,  student  Joe 
Marsh  of  Cormtih,  and  Daniel 
Caldwell,  vice  president  of 
church  relations  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Ministerial 


Education,  during  a  recent 
check  presentation.  Marsh  was 
awarded  Ae  Har4y_  R. 
Denham,  Jr.  Scholarship  by  the 
Board  of  Ministerial  Eoucation, 
an  agency  of  the  MBCB. 


NOBTS.  He 
comes  from 
Central 
Church, 
Olympia 
F  i  e  1  a  8  , 
Illinois. 


Barahatchie  Church,  Caledonia 


Oi 


u 


Denham,  Marsh,  and  Caldwell 


The  Rev.  T.  KWlard  Purl  Sr., 
87,  McComb,  died  November 
15  in  Hollis  Okla. 

Visitation  was  hdd  November 
19  and  20  at  Hartman  Funeral 
Home,  McComb.  Services  were 
held  November  20  at  First 
Church,  McCcsnb,  with  Robert 
Westtwook,  Billy  Raiy  Simmons, 
and  Victor  Walsh  officiating. 
Burial  fdlowed  at  Magnolu 
Cemetery  with  military  honors. 

He  was  known  to  many  as 
"Brother  Purl"  and  served  as 
a  Baptist  pastor  for  over  56 


years.  He  was  ordained  in 
i948  at  Union  Church, 
Magnolia.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College. 

Purl  and  his  wire,  Velma, 
served  Bap^t  churches  in 
Souffiwest  Mississmpi  for  over 
50  years  including  Moak's  Cre^ 
Lincoln  County;  Mt.  Olive, 
Smiffidale;  Galilee,  Glostei;  and 
Hebron,  Amite  Counte. 

Purl  served  with  the  8th 
Infontry  Division  in  World  War 
n.  He  was  awarded  five  battle 
stars  including  ttre  Normandy 
Invasion,  the  battle  of  the 


Hurtgen  Forest,  and  the  Ruhr 
pocket.  He  was  also  awarded 
the  Bronze  Star  which  reads 
"for  meritorious  achievement 
in  ground  combat  against  tire 
armed  enemy." 

He  was  known  as  an  avid 
bird  himter.  He  passed  away 
while  on  a  quail  hunt  in 
Oklahoma. 

Survivors  include  his 
daughter,  Millie  Olcott;  son, 
John  M.  Purl;  four  grandchil¬ 
dren;  sister,  Mary  Jarre  Lenoir; 
brottier,  D.L.  Purl;  and  many 
nieces  and  nephews. 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwide.  The  Property 
&  Casualty  Insurance  Program  endorsed  by  the  Annuity 
Bourd  of  the  Souths  Baptist  Convention. 

Property,  Liability,  Woifcers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 


For  more  information  contach 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  .LLC 
“  1-800-379-0992 

Emafl:  eperrettOjihi  rr.c<mi 
www.perrettin8urance.gu^eone.0(Migr 


TTl»; 


claim  to  you  good  news  they  looked  into' tiie  face  of  ttie  known  tiitou^iout  the  land 
(gospel)  of  great  joy."  baby  lying  in  a  manger.  They  because  no  c«ne  could  hide  such 
^<3B,  Luke  2:10)  Joy,  were  tlumkful  that  God  had  a  revelatiCMV  * 
a  natural  result  of  good  chosen  diem  to  be  a  witness  for  The  shephiaiids  followed' 
news,  is  an  inward  feel-  die  event.  But  as  a  witness,  dirough  widi  dfeu*  role  fromt 
ing  diat  often  is  exhibit-  dieir  role  did  not  stop  there,  the  announcement  of  the  birth, 
ea  outwardly  by  rejoic-  They  were  to  go  and  tell  the  to  the  trip  to  Bethlehem  and, 

me  they  met.  then  to  die  sharing  df  the  news: 
ley  tola  included  ^  to  ^  who  \yould  listen.  They 
1  came  aimoimc-  '  djeh  retumed--to  th^  flocks  of, 
with  glory  of  the  riieep  to^Continue  dieir  jobs  but 
i  heavenly  hosts  d»ey  woj^d  ne^er  be  forgotten' 
f  praise  to'Gcxi,  fer  thebf-role  ifl  what  Gcxl  had. 
themselves  went  ^ne.  They  coflrinued  to  sing  a. 
>  ^d  die  baby  of  new  song  in  thrir  hearte,  a  song 
heir  story  did  not  of  ^praise  foj'ia  Savior  who 
ley  shaf^  what  woiud  save  hot  just  the  Jews 
1  told  about  this  blithe  Gentijes  as  well. 

Id  of  His  arrival.  How  d^eient  is  their  role, 
i  brine  great  joy,  from  our  own?  Are  we  not  to  be 
wouicT  be  the  tellers  of  the  news  but  hearers 
ssiah.  only?  Are  we  not  to  come  to  the 

»rds  became  the  Savior  and  view  Him  as  the. 
st  for  Jesus.  As  Lord  of  our  lives?  Are  we  not  to 
stoty,  many  peo-  rejoice  over  His  coming  and 
risecf  and  wanted  praise  Him  constantlj^  We 
e.  As  the  ^ep-  nave  the  Gift  of  Christihas.  It  is 
ued,  it  was  no  ours  for  the  asking  and  then  it 
ory  but  it  became  is  ours  to  share. 


Family  Bible  Study 


The  announcement  of  the  40:11).  The  care  a  shep-^^^^^^^^H  son  for  joy  for  every- 
arrival  of  Jesus'  birdi  did  not  herd  gives  to  their  flo»  Graham  angels 

make  ^e  headlines  of  the  is  similar  to  the  love  but  for  all  the  people. 

Bedilehem  Gazette.  Instead,  the  and  care  that  a  Savior  brings  to  (Isa.  9:3).  He  provided  mat  joy 
glorious  event  was  heralded  by  diose  who  believe  in  Him.  in  the  unlikely  stable,  in  the 

heaven  itself.  Angels  pro-  Now  since  the  shepherds  fields  where  shepherds 
claimed  the  Savior's  birth  and  were  on  the  job,  they* were  watched  their  flocks,  in  cm 
actually  sang  the  very  first  awake  when  the  heavens  infant  that  would  be  the  Savior. 
Christian  anmem  dedicated  to  opened  and  therefore  would  Now  the  angds,  fer  beyond 
praising  Him.  never  accept  someone  telling  the  number  the  shepherds  could 

The  audience  chosen  to  hear  ttiein  that  mey  were  dreaming,  ever  count,  gadieira  with  the 
die  news  of  the  Savior's  birth  They  were  surprised  thou^  shepherds  as  die  audience  to 
was  not  priests  but  shepherds  when  die  angel  stood  before  praise  God  fen:  His  g^ory  and  the 
who  watched  over  their  flocks  themtomakemeaniioimcement  p^ce  diat  He  was  providing  to 
in  the  oudying  hills  of  from  God  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  His  pe(^le  on  this  earth. 
Bethlehem.  Shepherding  was  They  also  were  frightened  by  the  V^en  the  angels  left,  there 

not  a  glorious  occupation  but  it  glory  of  die  Lord  around  mem  was  no  question  in  the  minds 
certainly  exemplinra  the  role  b^use  the  dark  ni^t  became  of  the  shepherds  as  to  what  to 
of  caring  for  innocent  animals  very  bright  even  with  more  ligjit  do.  They  did  not  need  to  quib- 
which  could  not  care  for  diem-  than  in  me  daytime.  ble.  They  needed  to  respond, 

selves.  For  you  see,  shepherds  The  first  words  spoken  by  die  They  had  to  go  to  Bethlehem  to 
constantly  coimt  the  sheep  in  angels  were  to  not  be  afmd.  see  die  baby  Jesus, 
the  fold  (Jer.  33:12-13)  and  carry  That  was  followed  by  "I  pro-  Upon  arrival  at  the  stable. 


Explore  the  Bible  ^  having 

received  grace  from 
J  1.*  God  (an  indication 

R6Sp0nuing  to  Ood  S  LOSGOrSnip  from  me  words  "the 

^  \  -io  At  AK  is  with  you.") 

Luke  1:26-38,  41-45  Mary  is  also  described 

as  blessed  because  she 

By  Neil  Gant  Enough  oi  the  what  if  has  been  chosen  by  ^e 

questions.  She  did  obey.  Sovereign-  Lord  to  ful- 

"It's  the  most  wonderful  time  The  "riew  question  that  ^  purpose.  Mary 

of  the  year"  so  the  song  goes.  Itis  needs  to  be  asked  is,  L»ant  listened- intentiy,  even 

die  Christmas  season,  we  obey?"  Let  us  learn  frc»n  while  being  troubled  at  the  say- 
Sometimes  it  is  better  described  Mary  to  celriirate  the  Lord  Jesus  ing.  She  ^d  an  uncertainty 
as  die  shopfring  season.  Thougji  widi  obedient  hearts.  _^bout  everything  that  was  hap- 

the  enphasis  would  be  on  giv-  pening.  Lrt  us  do  that  which 

ing,  it  seems  to  be  on  tnring  to  get  Listening,  Luke  1:26-29  we  know  is  right  and  by  grace 

something  bigger  and  better  than  In  verse  26,  the  sixth  month  He  will  give  us  more  light  to  do 
last  year:  die  husde  of  the  refers  to  the  sixth  month  of  what  may  be  uncertain, 

season,  we  may  miss  the  most  Elizabeth's  pregnancy.  At  that 

inportant  part  oi  what  we  are  time  Gabri^  went  to  Nazareth  Learning,  Luke  1:30-33 
evirating.  may  miss  the  to  make  an  announcement  to  a  What  Mary  considered  as 
Lord  Jesus.  At  the  time  of  the  young  girl  named  Mary.  Sie  is  imcertain,  Gabriel  made  cer- 
first  Christmas,  a  young  girl  was  desermed  in  two  First,  tain.  He  fully  explained  the 

visited  by  an  angel  and  she  she  is  a  virgin.  The  clear  purpose  of  God's  choice  of  her, 
received  a  starding  announce-  emphasis  is  on  het  moral  puri-  a  young  girl  in  Nazareth, 
ment  WhatifMaiynadsaidno?  ty.  Second,  she  is  espouse  or  Gabriel  eipressed  words  of 
Even  though  she  was  die  one  betrodied  to  Joseph.  So  stroi^  comfort,  "Ia)  not  be  afraid." 
diosen  to  oe  the  mstrument  to  was  this  agreement  that  it  She  had  not  need  to  fear 
bring  die  Lord  Jesus  into  die  could  cmly  be  broken  through  because  she  had  fovmd  favor 
WCH&.  What  if  she  had  refused  divorce.  Gabriel  tells  Mary  she  with  God.  He  dien  explained 
to  obey?  most  definitely  is  highly  favored  and  blessed,  the  miracle  that  was  going  to 
would  have  been  lost  to  history.  The  phrase  literally  means  full  take  place.  Mary  would  con- 
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India  sees  changes  after  election  surprise 


By  OaHes  Man,  1V32  -  2004 
copyrighted  2004 
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India  is  for  Hindus"  is  a  saying  reflecting  centuries  of  religious  tra 


GLHLDACQ, 


BLHX  VEMHiCACICO 


Clue:  U  =  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 

John  3:16 


Christians,  Muslims  and  the  poor  have  suf-  caste  Hindus,  Dalits  C’untoumables")  and  fundamentalists  still  rule,  cautioned  Joseph 
feted  [under  BJP  rule].  We  lost  lives,  prop-  tribal  pewles  —  infuriates  tive  radicals,  who  D’Souza,  president  of  the  AU^  India 
erty,  to  right  to  wor^p  and  to  proclaim  contend  Qiristians  bribe  the  poor  to  convert  Christian  Covmcil,  'but  at  the  nationm  level, 
the  GospeL^Now  is  the  time  to  praise  our  Some  Hindu  g;roups  carry  out  regular  cam-  we  expect  change.  We  expert  the  national 
Savior  and  proclaim  the  Good  News."  paigis  to  "reconvert"  new  Christians  by  force,  government  not  to  condone  the  harassment 

minorities  have  enduiod  persecu-  Christian  leaders  say  the  radicals'  real  of  minorities  and  the  Dalits....  We  expect 
tion  by  Hindu  militants  who  believe  "India  agenda  is  an  old  one:  to  defend  the  eco-  religious  freedom  and  the  fr^om  to  exer- 
is  for  Hindus."  Thousands  of  Muslims  nomic  status  quo  of  the  outlawed  (but  still  dse  all  our  spiritual  and  social  rights." 

India's  modem  young  adults  work  hard,  play  hard 

BANGALORE,  India  (BP)  —  While  his  pristine  complex  features  work  stations  for  When  it  comes  to  spiritual  things,  many 
American  corporate  client  sleeps  many  some  10,000  employees  —  plus  a  gym,  Zippies  are  living  on  bread  md  water  — 
time  zones  away,  Allen  works  12, 14,  some-  recreation  center,  resort-style  pool,  palm  just  like  many  "multi-tasking"  Americans. 

trees,  ponds  with  paddle  boats,  restau-  Shift  times  change  frequently.  Pressure 
rants,  convenience  stores,  and  an  open-air  moimts.  Competitaon  stalks, 
cunphitheater  for  concerts.  "They  make  themselves  so  busy  that 

'reople  who  work  here  don't  want  to  there  is  no  time,"  says  Allen,  who  is  a 
leave,"  says  one  proud  staffer  —  but  Christian.  "You  go  to  work  and  after  that 
when  each  shift  ends,  long  convoys  of  shopping,  and  after  shopping  you  eet 
company  shuttle  buses  wait  to  take  ready  for  tomorrow's  presentation.  It's 
throngs  of  educated,  motivated  workers  so  packed  tfiat  you  don't  have  time  to 
home,  making  room  for  the  next  shift.  think  about  someone  up  above  taking 
Infosys  can  afford  die  perk.  The  compa-  care  of  you.  They  believe  in  'Me  alone.  1 
ny  reached  $1  billion  in  sales  during  the  don't  need  anybody's  help.'" 
spring.  It  held  a  huge  outdoor  celebration  Even  all-important  family  ties  are 
Allen,  a  '20-something  on  campus  and  handed  out  $23  millicm  in  fraying.  Indian  parents  traditionally 
college  graduate,  works  for  employee  bonuses.  "We're  still  partying,"  a  exert  huge  influence  on  their  adult  chil- 
a  nu^r  infcHination  tech-  company  official  said  days  after  die  ba^.  dren's  o^isions  —  education,  career, 
nology  comply  in  See,  me  "Zippies"  of  mdia  like  to  work  marriage.  That  still  applies  to  the 
Bang^ore’s  ^ectronic  hard  —  and  play  hard.  Zippies.  But  the  challenges  and  tempta- 

City,  a  mile-long  stretch  in  Who  are  the  Zippies?  "A  yoimg  city  dons  of  city  life  can  be  overwhelmine  — 
die  ^rawling  soudi  Indian  or  suburban  resident,  between  15-25  particularly  for  someone  from  a  village 
metropolis.  tWre  you  can  years  of  ^e,  with  a  zip  in  the  stride,"  family  experiencing  freedom  and  dispos- 
find  sWk  office  complexes  explains  Cmtlook,  an  Indian  magazine,  able  income  for  the  ffrst  time.  Yoimg  men 
housing  Oracle,  mpro,  "Belongs  to  generation  Z.  Can  be  male  or  start  looking  for  thrills.  Young  women 
Intel,  IBM,  Dell,  and  female,  stuo^g  or  working.. Oozes  atti-  trad^e  modest  saris  for  tight  jeans. 
Hewlett-Packard.  tude,  ambition  and  aspiration.  Cool,  For  a  generation  leaping  from  rigid 

Allen's  brother  Finney,  confident  and  creative.  Seeks  challenges,  Hindu  tradition  to  moral  oiaos,  there'9 
also  a  college  grad,  works  loves  risks  and  shuns  fears."  (mly  one  answer,  according  to  Rachel;  "The 

on  the  most  visually  They  are  the  ffrst  generation  of  Indians  Lora  is  my  God.  He's  die  only  one.  I  just 
i^ressive  IT  "campus"  in  to  benefit  from  modem  economic  global-  know  that  the  answer  is  Jesus."  ; 

town:' Infosys.  Spread  over  ization.  Allen  and  Fiimey  make  more  Getting  that  message  to  India's  up-and* 
260  teautifuUy  manicured  money  fresh  out  of  school  man  dieir  well-  comers  ought  to  be  a  priority  for  Chnsdany 
acres,  it  reportedly  traib  educated  father  ever  dreamed  of  making,  with  a  heart  for  tnis  vast  nation.  Bf 
only  Microsoft's  U.S.  head-  Still,  they  command  only  a  tenth  of  corn-  Oudook's  estimate,  six  out  of  every  10 
quarters  in  sheer  size.  The  parative  American  salaries.  Indian  households  have  at  least  cme  Zippie 


SHIFT  GRIDLOCK  — 
Workers  in  India  change  shifts 
at  Infosys,  the  second  largest 
"Electronic  City"  in  the  world 
behind  Microsoft.  More  than 
10,000  people  work  in  two 
shifts  on  the  campus,  which 
involves  30  buildings  on  an 
estimated  260  acres.  (BP 
photo  by  Matt  Jones) 


ital  of  information  technol¬ 
ogy  (IT).  "When  he  comes 


ba»  in  die  mmiiing  it  will 
be  dime,  for  a  very  low  cost 
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